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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 15380 
EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BTRA, EEWT, US, VM 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED AMCHAM VISIT TO VIETNAM 
REF: HONG KONG 10781 

1 . AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN HONG KONG SENT A 
LETTER ON JUNE 20 TO THE SRV CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, HANOI, 
SOLICITING AN INVITATION FOR AN AMCHAM DELEGATION TO 
VISIT VEITNAM (REPORTED REFTEL). 

2. VIETNAMESE CHANBER IN A LETTER DATED JULY 26 ACKNOWLEDGED 
RECEIPT OF THE AMCHAM PROPOSAL WITHOUT COMMENT. 

3. AMCHAM RECEIVED A SECOND LETTER DATED NAVEMBER 5 FROM 
LE DUNG, PRESIDENT OF THE SRV CHAMBER, STATING THAT 

AN AMCHAM VISIT WOULD NOT BE CONVENIENT "FOR THE PRESENT TIME." 
THE LETTER GOES ON TO SAY THAT: "WE HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT WE 
CAN CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY OF RECEIVING A DELEGATION 
FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION IN FUTURE WHEN THE SITUATION PERMITS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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US TO DO SO. AND THUS WE WONDER TO KNOW (SIC) WHAT 
KIND OF DELEGATION YOU WILL SEND TO OUR COUNTRY, 

WHAT ORGANIZATIONS YOUR DELEGATION WILL REPRESENT AND 
WHAT TOPICS WE SHALL DISCUSS WITH EACH OTHER." 

4. COMMENT: THE VIETNAMESE ARE OBVIOUSLY HEDGING THEIR 
RESPONSE TO THE PROPOSED VISIT. THEY MAY WELL BE SHORT 
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ON INTERPRETERS AND HOTEL SPACE AT THIS TIME. WE 
BELIEVE THEY WILL BE FORTHCOMING WITH AN INVITATION, 

HOWEVER, IF THE AMCHAM GROUP IS MADE UP OF BUSINESSMEN 
REPRESENTING THOSE SECTORS OF US COMMERCE IN WHICH THEY 
HAVE AN IMMEDIATE INTEREST SUCH AS PETROLEUM OR FINANCE. 

SHOESMITH 
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